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you to understand we have thought it good to
vouchsafe to take knowledge of it by our own hand-
writing.
We know you are sufficiently instructed from our
Admiral, besides your own circumspection how to
prevent any sudden mischief by fire or otherwise
upon our fleet under your charge, and yet do we
think it will work in you the more impression to be
by ourself again remembered, who have observed
by former experience that the Spaniards, for all
their boast, will trust more to their devices than
they dare indeed with force look upon you.
For the rest of my directions we leave them to
such letters as you shall receive from our Coun-
cil.
Given under our privie signet at our Mansion of
Richmond the I4th of November in the thirty
sixth year of our reign 1594.
L.S.
To our trustie and well beloved
Sir Martin Furbissher, Knight
If doubt remains in the reader's mind that Eliza-
beth never had any clear conception in her mind as to
what her officers and men went through in war, this
letter should dispel it Elizabeth evidently did not
see the humour of warning a returning victorious squad-
ron, most of which had been through the Armada action,
against fire.
Two days after the receipt of the above letter Sir
Martin was dead. In the register of St Andrew's
Church, Plymouth, the entry reads:
22. Nov. 1594. Sir Martyn FroHsher being
wounded at the fort built against Brest by the
Spanyards, deceased at Plymouth the 22 NovembM